
 WELCOME BACK to the sophomores, ju-
niors, seniors, and the staff at Bryant high school! 
Although we may be already four months into the 
school year, nonetheless itõs a brand new start for all 
of us. In particular, it has been a new beginning for 
the freshmen that recently entered our school this 
past September. ðWith that being said, we warmly 
welcome the Class of 2008 to Bryant high school!
 As a welcome message to our freshmen, 
we would like to brieÿy inform you about Bry-
ant in all its aspects, from the student government 
within the building, to all the extracurricular after 
school activities and clubs that Bryant has to offer 
to its students. As for the rest of the student body 
that should be more familiar with Bryant, you can 
treat this article as a reminder, or even as addi-
tional insight to the vivacity of Bryant high school. 
 In terms of Bryantõs student government, 
located in room 213 is the Bryant Union (or B.U. 
for short), the ofþcial voice of all of Bryant stu-
dents. Basically, the creation and purpose of the 
B.U. was so that all the students of Bryant high 
have an opportunity to have their voices and opin-
ions heard in school. Anyone can stop by the B.U. 
to share his or her comments, ideas, or even issues 
regarding the student government and/or activities. 
 To get into the school spirit, Bryant has 
a variety of sports teams that you can join. Some 
of our athletic teams include basketball, baseball, 
indoor/outdoor track, soccer, tennis, and many 
more. For those who want to join a club(s), there 
are numerous options to take into consideration; 
thereõs the Key club, the Writing club, the ethnic 
clubs, such as the Greek club, the Filipino Club, 
the Chinese club, and the list goes on. Some of 

 College applications, teacher recom-
mendations, college essaysé where do they 
all go?! Surely there are plenty of seniors who 
arenõt too certain of what to do concerning 
preparation for college. Thatõs all right, since 
no one is expected to know exactly what to do. 
Hereõs a small checklist weõve put together to 
help you in finishing up all that òcollege busi-
ness.ó Oh, and by the way, juniors should also 
take a look at this so you can get a good idea 
of what to do ahead of time. The earlier these 
tasks are completed, the lesser amount of stress 
there will be later on. Have fun and good luck!

× By now you must have already decided on 
which colleges you are applying to and have 
also completed your APPLICATIONS.
× Did you ask your teachers for RECOM-
MENDATION LETTERS? If not, get a brag 
sheet from the College Office in room 145. Fill 
it out immediately, ask teachers who know you 
best to write you recommendations, and give at 
least 3-4 weeks for them to reply.
× Sign up for the SAT and SAT II.
× Start working on your COLLEGE ESSAY. 
After completing your first draft, have someone 
proofread it and ask for suggestions and advice 
on how to make it better.
*NOTE: This must all be done by mid-Novem-
ber.
× By early December, wrap everything up and 
submit your college applications to the College 
Office.
× By January, fill out the FAFSA FORM and 
work on the CSS PROFILE
× Apply to as many SCHOLARSHIPS as pos-
sible. Remember, itõs FREE MONEY!
× Keep in mind that school isnõt over yet! 
Continue working hard and make sure your 
grades stay up. Colleges DO look at your senior 
year grades.

Welcome, new students!
by Clara Chen

our unique organizations include the Dance Com-
pany, the Theatre Company, the Math Team, Concert 
Choir, Jazz Band, and much more. Unfortunately, 
the whole list of Bryantõs student activities is too 
long to mention in this article, so if anyone would 
like to see the entire range of student activities 
available, you can drop by the B.U. to get a copy.  
  As a þnal òwelcomeó statement to the fresh-
men of Bryant High, the purpose of this article was 
to òintroduceó you to all that activities that Bryant 
has to offer, so we strongly encourage you to get 
involved! To the sophomores, youõve already made 
it through one year; donõt slack off now! To the ju-
niors, this is the start of a very important year! You 
should start to think about colleges you might want 
to attend, and deþnitely consider taking an SAT 
exam. To my fellow seniors, itõs decision time! Get 
those college applications done and make sure you 
donõt miss your deadlines! And þnally, to everyone, 
donõt let laziness get in the way of your academic 
responsibilities! May everyone have a great year!

Certainly, we did not forget the new teachers that entered our school this past September! We would 
also like to welcome the following teachers into our school: 

... And Welcome, New Teachers!

Need help planning 
for college? Try our 
senior checklist!

by Shenjuti Chowdhury
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 Everyone in life wants to be somebody 
and to go somewhere. When we were younger, we 
dreamt of being a þreþghter, an undercover agent, 
a movie star, or maybe even a superhero that saves 
the day while wearing underwear outside his or 
her pants. As we grow older, though, we get so 
caught up in the idea of making òbig bucks,ó that 
we no longer focus on creating a better environ-
ment for the general good of people. One of the 
most important jobs in the world, I think, is being a 
teacher. What other job can inÿuence thirty students 
at one time? Thatõs why itõs always great to see 
more individuals going into the educational þeld. 
 One of our new staff members, Ms. Beq-
iri, was once a Bryant student herself and was the 
valedictorian for the Graduating Class of ô98. She 
made the choice to become a math teacher and 
seems to þnd teaching at Bryant a great experience. 
We got along quite well in sharing a conversation 
and I was able to learn many things about heré
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by Stephanie Cheng Stephanie: How long ago did you graduate from Bry-
ant? I heard it was about ten years ago.
Ms. Beqiri: Well, I graduated in õ98, so about six years 
ago.  No, not ten years ago; that makes me feel old.

Stephanie:  I heard you were the valedictorian. What 
college did you go to?
Ms. Beqiri: I went to NYU for my Bachelorõs and then 
my Masterõs at Steinhart.

Stephanie: Did you always want to be a teacher?
Ms. Beqiri: To tell you the truth, no.  I was going for 
accounting.

Stephanie: What changed your mind?
Ms. Beqiri: Well, I didnõt want to spend [all my time] 
with computers and I realized that I wanted to do 
something more sociable.

Stephanie: Is it different from being a teacher and a 
student?
Ms. Beqiri:  Itõs very different. Youõre in a total differ-
ent perspective.

Stephanie: What do you think is the best thing about 
teaching?
Ms. Beqiri: Itõs very enjoyable if you love what youõre 
doing and I take pleasure in teaching.  Having a stu-
dent who understands what youõre doing on the board; 
òOh, oh, Miss, I got it,ó it just makes your day.

I had a very enjoyable interview with Ms. Beqiri. We 
talked about many things, like the teachers in school, 
college applications, family life, and some gossip. 
That just goes to show that teachers all want us to do 
good in school and they are here to help us in any way 
they can. Hope you have a good year, Ms. Beqiri!
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