[image: image1.wmf]“Reading has haunted me and hypnotized me…It has nurtured me in ways no other thing could provide…It has brought me close and swept me away, tickled my fancy and shattered my heart, tucked me into bed and showed me that the world… was within reach.” 

–Daniel Handler, author of the Series of Unfortunate Events books. 
Dear Students and Parents/Guardians, 
Summertime provides students with the opportunity to read books at their leisure and to explore literature that builds an appetite for future reading.  Numerous studies have shown that reading promotes students’ mental growth, capacity to process information and ability to understand themselves and the world around them.  Good readers become good thinkers.  High school assessments, such as the SATs and the AP exams, require students to read complex passages and answer sophisticated questions.  In the workplace, employees are expected to understand their tasks based on written information.  Therefore, it is important for students to read in the summer so that they refine and extend their comprehension skills through exposure to a variety of texts.  Students who read in the summer perform better in the fall.  

In order to prepare our students for these challenges in high school and beyond, the English teachers and librarians have selected books and created assignments to provide enjoyable summer reading opportunities for each student. We hope that students will continue to be inspired to become lifelong readers. Thank you.
Enjoy the sweet serenity of books and have a wonderful summer! 
Yours in reading, 
Maria S. Toskos
Assistant Principal, English/Library
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THE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT
(for all grades) :

During your summer vacation, you should read as many books as possible.  For your reading assignment, you need to select ONE book  and complete ONE of the assignment choices listed below for that book. The assignment is to be turned into/presented to your English teacher during the second week of school and will count for 10% of the first marking period grade.  Visit www.wcbryanths.org to view a list of recommended Summer Reading Books by grade level.  
 *As you are reading a book, make sure to take notes based on the story elements and most importantly, the plot of the story: the characters, the setting, the conflict, the goal, the outcome/resolution.
 *Work on this today!  As Benjamin Franklin wisely stated, “You may delay but time will not.”“  Commit yourself to reading a pre-determined amount of chapters per day so that you're not overloaded with work the last few weeks of the summer. Also, set aside a specific time during the day for reading and make sure your friends and family know that you are not to be disturbed during this time.  Choose a time early in the day. Take notes right after you finish reading the book (s). 
*Have fun reading: Read one of the books on the list first.  You have plenty of internet book stores and libraries from which to choose AND all the books are quite popular. It's also important to read what you like; choose your books according to your interests. If you start reading early enough, you'll have more than enough time to change a book if you find the book doesn't interest you. 
Be original. If any part of the written assignment is plagiarized/copied from a source/ another student to any extent, the entire assignment will be given a zero grade. 

Choose ONE of the following assignments:

1. Write a friendly letter to the author of your book. Your five-paragraph letter should include a brief introduction of yourself, your reason for writing the letter, and the book’s title.  You should also briefly describe what you liked best about the book using details from the book for support.  Finally, you should include any other information about the book that will enhance your letter and thank the author for reading your letter.  
2.  Design a poster to advertise your book to other readers.  Use lots of colorful adjectives to capture the reader’s interest.  Be sure to include the story elements – such as the title, the author’s name, the setting, the conflict, the goal and the resolution of the story. Finally, write a short summary of the  book’s main events/plot of the story.
3. Create a Scrapbook-Outline the major events of the story or highlight the central theme of the story. For example, you may write an essay, a poem/collection of poems that relate to the theme of the story, a letter to the author, “make- believe” letters/poems written by the characters, drawings and pictures. Provide ample creative pieces that will enable both you and the reader to get a clear picture of what the book is about. Gather photographs and other mementos to display with your writings to help make your scrapbook a more complete representation of the book.  All of these items and writings need to be bound into a book format.  
4. Create a cartoon strip of 8-10 panels.  Draw or use computer graphics, magazine pictures, photos, etc. to tell the story your author told to you. Write captions for each panel. Be sure to cover the beginning, middle and end of your story.  Use visuals which are appropriate for what you are revealing. 
5.  Create a CD of one/two songs and include printed lyrics for each song.  Have your songs “retell the story your author told you.”  For each song, write a paragraph justifying your choice.  Be sure to cover the beginning, middle and end of your book.
6. Select a character whose story was NOT TOLD in the book you read.  Tell the character’s life story in 500-750 words.  Include an outline of the plot and a description of your character’s personality, role, and actions in the story.    
7.  Booktalk:  Your teacher will ask you to respond to several questions for the book you will select to read.  You will demonstrate your thorough understanding of the book by giving an oral presentation.*Your teacher will model the booktalk with a book he/she has read this past summer.  Teachers will use the following rubric to evaluate your booktalk:    
Grading Rubric:
“A”-Responses develop ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence from the text.  The responses are enthusiastic and lively in support/criticism of the book.   

“B”-Responses develop some ideas more fully than others with reference to specific and relevant evidence from the text. The responses are generally enthusiastic and lively in support/criticism of the book.   

“C”-Responses develop ideas briefly, using some evidence from the text-may rely primarily on plot summary.  Responses are not very lively and lack enthusiasm in support or criticism of the book.

“D”-Responses are incomplete or largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague, irrelevant, repetitive or unjustified.  Responses are not at all lively and enthusiastic.

“F”-Responses provide no evidence of textual understanding.  Student is unprepared and cannot complete basic requirements of the assignment.
SUMMER READING BOOKTALK QUESTIONS:

1. Who is the protagonist of the book? What conflict did he/she face? What is the plot about/How does the plot develop?  Was it a great story?  Why/ Why not?  Explain.  How would you have changed the plot?
2. What is the message/theme of the book?  In other words, what is the author saying about life/living in this book?

3. Do you think the title fits the book?  Is it a symbol?  What does it symbolize?

4. Describe the resolution (ending) of the book.  How do you feel about what happened?  What do you think might happen next?

5. Compare the character(s) of this book to other characters from another book(s) you’ve read.  Describe some similarities and/or some differences.

6. Describe a memorable scene from the book.

7. How would you rate this book on a scale of 1-10?  Explain.
8. Did the author’s style of writing make the book more enjoyable?  Explain.

9. What is the major theme of the book?  Explain.
10. How do you relate to the character(s) in the book?  Explain.

“
Prepared by the English Department at
William Cullen Bryant High School
